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Anatomy & Physiology: Bones—Patella. 

 

STRUCTURE. 

• The kneecap bone. 
• Small, triangular sesamoid. 
• Base: the superior portion; widest portion of the triangle. 
• Apex: the inferior "tip" of the triangle. 
• Articular facets: posterior view; two facets (medial and lateral) allow for articulation with 

the femoral condyle. 
 

 

 

 

FUNCTION. 
 
 
 

CLINICAL SIGNIFICANCE. 
 

• Increases the leverage of quadraceps femoris. 
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