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Anatomy & Physiology: Bones—Vertebral Column, Thoracic Region. 

 

STRUCTURE. 

• The thoracic vertebrae are larger and stronger than the cervical vertebrae. 
• One foramina: vertebral. 

 
• The spinous processes are long and pointing posterior and inferiorly (downward and 

back). As compared to the spinous processes of the lumbar region, the thoracic spinous 
processes resemble the head of a giraffe. 
 

• The spinous processes of T11 and T12 are "transitional" (into the lumbar vertebrae) in 
that they are shorter and directed less inferiorly (pointing less downward). 

• Thoracic vertebrae have longer transverse processes as compared to cervical vertebrae. 
• The thoracic vertebrae articulate with the ribs. 
• The body of the thoracic vertebrae have facets/demifacets that articulate with the heads of 

the ribs. 
• The transverse processes have facets to articulate with the tubercles of ribs.  
• Superior facets: posterolateral. 
• Inferior facets: anteromedial. 

 

FUNCTION. 
 
 
 

CLINICAL SIGNIFICANCE. 
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